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Brief Description 

Since the beginning of the country, decentralization has been considered a tool for the nation’s 
development. Initial steps towards this process began nearly 10 years ago with the territorial 
administrative division of Timor-Leste and the initiation of the deconcentrating process.  

In 2016, progress was seen with the establishment of four Municipal Authorities (Baucau, 
Bobonaro, Ermera, and Dili) and eight Municipal Administrations (Aileu, Ainaro, Cova Lima, 
Lautem, Liquica, Manatuto, Manufahi, and Viqueque) in the country. This was further reinforced by 
the adoption of a new Suco Law in 2016 and the Decree Laws 4/2014 and 3/2016. In 2019, with 
the Government Resolution N 11/2019, the government reaffirmed its “commitment and 
determination to implement the Strategy for Decentralization”. To make this process possible and 
further consolidate local development in the country, new skills and capacities need to be built, 
particularly in the areas of finance, administration, procurement, management, transparency, as 
well as data collection and analysis.  

In order to address the abovementioned challenges, the project will promote informed policy 

development and capacity building of municipal public servants. The overall objective of the project 

is to contribute to Timor-Leste's sustainable development. More specifically, it aims to support the 

deconcentration and decentralization process, bringing governance, public administration and 

services closer to people, for both women and men, giving special attention to the needs and 

priorities of people living in vulnerable situations. 

The project activities were designed around three different components which will contribute to 

three main expected results:  

▪ Result 1: Strengthened capacity of the National Parliament in Timor-Leste.  

▪ Result 2: Improved capacity of municipal public servants to deliver services at local level.  

▪ Result 3: Improved capacity of local institutions to collect, analyse and use reliable and 

timely socio-environmental disaggregated data (development of a Municipal Portal). 

    

Total resources 
required: 

USD 3,986,050    

Total resources 
allocated: 

USD 

UNDP TRAC: 400,000. 

Donor (EU): 3,586,050 
Government: - 

In-Kind: - 

Unfunded: 0.00 

 

 

 

 
 

Contributing Outcome (UNDAF/CPD, 
RPD or GPD): 
UNDAF Outcome 4: State institutions are 
more responsive, inclusive, accountable 
and decentralized for improved service 
delivery and realization of rights, 
particularly of the most excluded groups 
 
Indicative Output(s) with gender 
marker: GEN1 
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